
Sunset January 2011   19

WT: Corrales,NM
PF: 02
ZO: SW

page

19

Southwest
 weekend Inside  Get your snow fix in Greer, Arizona » Glam bargains 

in Vegas » Chinese food worth a trip to Richmond, B.C. » 

Explore more on page 20 »

New Mexico 
day trip
Corrales
 Why go now:  A new crop of 
restaurants, galleries, and 
boutiques has energized this 
once-sleepy farming village. 
Bonus: In January, you get 
them all to yourself.  Miles from 
downtown Albuquerque: 14 
Scene-setter: Low-slung 
adobes and postcard views of 
the Sandia Mountains. Honor 
code: Hanselmann Pottery
(4908 Corrales Rd.; hanselmann
pottery.com) is open 24 hours; 
if you see something you can’t 
live without, just drop the cash 
in an envelope. Mark your 
calendar: For the monthly 
Sunday market (Jan 2;  505/
898-7927), where you can score 
winter veggies like spinach, 
chard, and radishes, as well 
as homemade bread and jams. 
Happy trails: Corrales has 
2,000 horses—one for every 
four humans. Number of hitch-
ing posts: 3  Number of side-
walks: 0 Dress code: Jeans, 
leather jackets, and cowboy 
boots. What you won’t see: 
Chain stores.  Must-do before 
leaving: Get the BLT with 
smoked bacon, avocado, green 
chile, and a fried egg at Hannah 
& Nate’s Market Cafe ($; 4512 
Corrales Rd.; 505/898-2370). 

1.  Small-town winery, big sips
Its tasting room is right in the village, but  Milagro 
Vineyards cultivates grapes all around Corrales, 
which is good news for New Mexico wines. Try the 
Corrales White, a crisp blend that springs you from 
a Chard or Sauv Blanc rut (it’s made from both, plus 
a dash of Riesling), or the Cab Franc. The bottles all 
have a potbellied pig on the label—a nod to the 
owners’ former pet—and make great hostess gifts. 
Free tastings by appointment; 505/898-3998.
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Share your weekend finds. Favorite  small town on the rise? Email your suggestions to the weekend guide editor at wgeditor@sunset.com
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5.  A  farm-to-table meal
 The newish Casa Vieja is as close to eating 
at home as you can get. Housed in a 
300-year-old adobe decked out with paint-
ings by  New Mexico artists, the restaurant 
serves knockout enchiladas with herbs 
and veggies from the kitchen garden, and 
green and red chiles from farms just a mile 
away. $$$; 4541 Corrales Rd.; 505/508-3244.

Southwest
Day trip

 Make it a weekend
The rooms at the Chocolate Turtle 
B&B totally charm—think South-
western rugs and  wooden head-
boards—and the complimentary 
Wi-Fi and snacks don’t hurt either. 
But the best perk is the made-from-
scratch breakfast, which, if you’re 
lucky, means French toast stuffed 
with applesauce, cinnamon, 
sugar, and pecans. From $109; 
chocolateturtlebb.com 

 4. Score offbeat finds
Like your grandmother’s 
attic but much cooler, Prized 
Possessions is crammed with 
pretty porcelain teacups, 
armoires, crystal serving 
bowls, estate jewelry, and 
antique-button earrings 
made by the shop’s owner. 
4534 Corrales Rd.; 505/899-4800.

2. A consignment shop with heart
Et Cetera brims with vintage Hermès scarves, silhou-
ette portraits, and one-off fi nds like an antique pine 
Irish linen press or a set of 18th-century Spanish 
chairs. Our favorite homespun touch—if you’re on 
the fence about something, the owners let you test 
it out at home for a day (as long as you live nearby). 
Closed Sun; 4516 Corrales Rd.; 505/899-0287.

3. Meet the local talent
 Since opening last year, Galeria de Corrales
has become a magnet for New Mexico 
artists—you can fi nd everything from oil 
paintings to oversize sculptures to silver 
fi ligree necklaces. On January 15 and 16, 
hobnob with  artists debuting new works.
3923 Corrales Rd.; galeriadecorrales.com
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Getting to Corrales
It’s about 14 miles north of 
downtown Albuquerque and 
2 miles west of I-25. 

tswdt0111a_Corrales_SW.indd   20 11/15/10   10:06:45 AM


