Power Player
MON U M E N TA L
The perfect holiday
meal: a large roast,
fig pudding with
hard sauce, bûche
de Noël and my
mother’s famous
hedgehog cookies

A large Christmas tree in
the library
and decorations from Alla
n Woods
(202-332-3334; allanw
oods.com)

My family
at home in DC
New boo
ks
read. My to
all-time
favorites
include
Charlotte
Brontë’s
Jane Eyre
and
Charles
Dickens
’
A Tale o
f Two
Cities.

Marston Luce
Antiques
(202-333-6800;
marstonluce.com) for
unique presents and
holiday ornaments

Luxe Be a Lady

A white Christmas,
and my house
filled with the
fragrance of
D. Porthault’s
Winter candle

62

“Lessons and Carols” service
at the National Cathedral
(nationalcathedral.org)
Gifts from Neiman
Marcus (Mazza
Gallerie, Chevy Chase;
neimanmarcus.com)
selected by my former
Garfinckel’s colleague
Martha Slagle

A visit to Abrielle Fine
Linens and Lingerie (202364-6118) and Dalton
Brody (202-244-7197;
daltonbrody.com) for the
perfect hostess gifts
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY DONOVAN MARKS (CATHEDRAL);

WHEN JOAN CARL isn’t jetting to France (she goes 10 times a year),
plotting new floral-inspired designs for bed linens, table linens and printed
terrylike beach towels, or spying on trends on the runways of Chanel and
Yves Saint Laurent, the owner of D. Porthault luxury linens is daydreaming
about BLTs, coffee ice cream and stockrooms. “I love stockrooms, factories and figuring how to get something to work,” says the native of West
Hartford, Connecticut, and mother of three who got her first big break
more than 35 years ago in the stockroom of Garfinckel’s department store.
Now Carl—whose husband, Bernard, in 2005 purchased D. Porthault as
a gift to her—is putting her years of retail experience in linen and fashion
departments to good use preserving and expanding the beloved 90-yearold brand that has lured the likes of Jackie Kennedy, Grace Kelly and the
Duchess of Windsor and has appeared on-screen in Gossip Girl and Sex
and the City.
“I still have D. Porthault sheets from my mother, and I love that there’s
been a story behind almost every print you look at,” says Carl, who last
year earned the prestigious French Legion of Honor award for her dedication to the company and the restoration of her historic 17th-century château
in the Loire Valley. “It’s a lot of work, but I love it. I don’t have to try to love
it—I just do.” Carl recently shared with us her list of holiday must-haves.

KEVIN ALLEN (CARL); ISTOCKPHOTO.COM (BÛCHE DE NOËL)

Linen maven Joan Carl gives us her must-haves
for the holidays. By Jennie Nunn
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